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(01/26/1998) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

P r e c edence: ROUTINE Date: 10/09/1998 

To: Cleveland Attn: SSRA 

From: Cleveland 
Painesville RA_ 
Contact: SA 

Approved By: _ 

Drafted By: _ jag 

Case ID #: y^A-CV-NEW (Pending) 

Title: 

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION 

Synopsis: To recommend opening of the above captioned case. 

Details: Attached hereto and made part of this communication is 
one copy of a seven page letter addressed to I I 
from | \ 

On October 5, 1998, the writer received the above 
letter from | | for Steven C. 
LaTourette, United States Congressman. The above letter was sent 
via certified mail to I 
from the above captioned subject. The letter alleges_ 

Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette "made sure of that." 
The subject states that all he wants is f 

On October 5, 1998, writer spoke with Congressman 
LaTourette and was advised that the above captioned subject, 
hereinafter referred to as | | had been contacting 
LaTourette, and local and Federal authorities for approximately 
thirteen years. Congressman LaTourette was concerned that_ 

I I knew his home address | ~| 
Congressman LaTourette has met I I several times throughout 
his career as the Lake County Prosecutor and currently as a 
United States Congressman. LaTourette advisedf ” j 
complaint first came to his attention when LaTourehte was the 

9A-cX/-S ifm- 
^ ) n^Pr SEARCHED_INDEXED_ 
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To: Cleveland From: Cleveland 
Re: 9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 

Lake County Prosecutor. LaTourette advised he researched the 
complaint and found it to have no substance. LaTourette stated 

| has visited LaTourette’s Painesville Congressional 
office several times but has never displayed any aggressive 
and/or violent behavior. LaTourette further stated | 
usually_ making claims 
similar to the ones found in the enclosed letter. LaTourette 
stated he has contacted| | lawyer, 
and has not received a return call from I las of October 5, 
1998. LaTourette believes that ] | may be mentally 
unstable and may pose a security problem in the future. 

Writer also contacted _|Special Agent,_ 
United States Secret Service (USSS) in Cleveland. Ohio. 
advised the writer that there was no record of I ! 
in the USSS data base. Writer also spoke tol I 

J Lake County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO). | 
Istated _ is an unstable individual, but -i svps 

^to be relatively harmless. _| stated 
it the Jotters continue, the LCSO may pursue harassment charges 
against _ 

Writer then contacted| 
Madison Village Police Department, Madison, Ohio, and requested 
an increased patrol in the area of LaTourette’s residence thru 
October 31, 1998. Writer also provided _with a 
description of and a description of | 
vehicle. 

On October 7, 1998. the writer conferred with Assistant 
United States Attorney (AUSA 

is described as follows: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 



To: Cleve1and From: C1eve1and 
Re: 9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 

Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 
Date of Birth: 
Social Security 
Account Number: 

Place of Birth: 
Address: 

Miscellaneous: _ 

In light of the foregoing, and the additional 
investigative request, it is recommended this case be opened and 
assigned to SA I I 



TO CLEUELAND P.01 OCT-19-1998 

FD-44S (Rev. 2-l(j-95} 

10:50 FROM V.FBI AKRON OH RA 

FBI FACSIMILE 

COVERSHEET 

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION 

O Immediate □Top Secret Time Transmitted: 

□ Priority □ Secret Sender’s Initials: 1 f 

SI Routine □ Confidential Number of Pages: 4 

□ Sensitive (including coversheet) 

0 Unclassified 

To: CLEVELAND Date: 10/19/98 

Name of Ofrice 

Subject: 

Special Handling Instructions: _PLS CALL ME W/ FILE # 

Originator’s Name: I I_ 

Originator’s Facsimile Number: _ 

Approved: _ 

Brief Description of Communication Faxed: 

Telephone: 

9A-NEW EC 
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QCT-19-1998 10;5i FROM FBI AKRON OH RA 
UL/1 XH • HO rmucsviuLE wruu ivri 

CLEUELAND 

(ommm) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Cleveland 

•Date: 10/09/1998 

Attn: SSPA 

From: Cleveland 
Paines ville : 
Contact: SA 

Approved By: I 

Drafted By: I F: jag 

Case ID #: 9A-CV-NEW (Pending) 

Title: I I 

STEVEN C. 
EXTORTION 

- VICTIM; 

Synopsis: To recommend opening of the above captioned case. 

Details: Attached hereto and made part of this communication is 
one copy of a seven page letter addressed to | 
from | \. 

letter from _ 
LaTourette, United States Concresl 
via certified mail to | 
from the above captioned sub-iect. 

reived the above 
for Steven C. 

above letter was sent 

Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette “made sure of that.' 
The subject states that all he wants is I 

On October 5, 1998, writer spoke with Congressman 
LaTourette and was advised that the above captioned subject, 
hereinafter referred to as | had been contacting 
LaTourette, and local and Federal authorities for approximately 
thirteen years. Congressman LaTourette was concerned that_ 

| |knew his home addresp 
congressman LaTourette has met|^ i several times througho- 
his career as the Lake County Prosecutor and currently as a 
United States Congressman. LaTourette advised f~ ~~ 
complaint first came to his attentipik-when LaTourette was the 
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G£I“19~1998 10=51 FROM FBI fiKRON OH Rfl 

To: Cleveland From: Cleveland 
Re; 9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 

CLEUELPND P.03 

Lake County Prosecutor. LaTourette advised he researched the 
complaint and found it to have no substance. LaTourette stated 
it appeared as though! 

I I has visited LaTourette’s Painesvilie Congressional 
office several times but has never displayed any aggressive 
and/or violent behavior. LaTourette further stated 1 I 
usually! 1 making claims 
similar to the ones found in the enclosed letter. LaTourette 
stated he has contacted| ~ lawyer, 
and has not received a return call from| | as of October 5, 
1998. LaTourette believes that I I may be mentally 
unstable and may pose a security problem in the future. 

Writer also contacted_Special Agent._ 
United States Secret service (USSS) in Cleveland, Ohio. 
advised the writer that there was no record of! 
in the usss data base. Writer also spoke td ~T~ 

I Lake County Sharif f7s Office (LCSO) . 
fgr.atad|_{is an unstable individual, but believes 

to be relatively harmless, I ~1 stated 
;inue, the LCSO may pursue harassment charges if the ' 

against] 

Writer then contacted! . I 
Madison Village Police Department, Madison, Ohio, and reguested 
an increased patrol in the area of LaTourette’s residence thru 
October 31, 1998. Writer also provided | with a 
description of I I and a description of| | 
vehicle. 

On October 7, 1998, the writer conferred with Assistant 
United states Attorney (AUSA) Gary Arbeznik. Arbeznik informed 
the writer that the contents of the enclosed letter do not rise 
to the level of a threat and lack sufficient evidence per Title 
18, Section 875 of the united States Code. Arbeznik requested 
the FBI investigate the alleged incident ini 1 letter 
where 
Arbeznik further requested the FBI interview! land 
advised him he is to direct all correspondence directly to public 
officials and not|~ 1 

is described as follows: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Height; 

2 
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I PHINfcbOiLLfc uniu kh 
TO CLEUELAND P.04 

•mCJ UW* t/x'c. 1 « « w i 

To= Cleveland From: Cleveland 
9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 
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FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89) 

Universal File Case Number °{A ~~ CV ~ fff/JO 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence 

Serial # of Originating Document__ 

Date Received__ 

From__ 
(Name of Contributor) 

(Address of Contributor) 

By. SA 
JC^uuuL Ct-ito} 

(Name of Special Agent) 

To Be Returned □ Yes 09 No 
Receipt Given □ Yes §3 No 
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 

□ Yes* No 

Title: 

Reference: _._ 
(Communication Enclosing Material) 

Description: [% Originai notes re interview of 
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fD-302 (Re-v. 10-6-95) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 10/15/98 

Ohio, date of birth 
] was advised of the identity of the interviewing 

social security account number 

b6 

b7C 

agent and the purpose of the interview. He then provided the 
following information: 

to 
was be-ina -i ■ntp-nH pwpH regarding a letter sent 

TEVEN T.ATOITRKTTeT United States 

was 

b6 

b7C 

Congressman, 19th Congressional District, Ohio. 
■i nt-er-vlewed_in—the,-nresenlce,..nf[ 

Lake County Sheriff’s Office, 
Painesville, Ohio. 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

Investigation on 10/09/ 98 

Hie# 9A-CV-59110 

at Ohio 

Date dictated 10/13/ 98 

by SA i§a. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is die property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency ; . ^ 

hand its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 0^. C V 1> / / ■ i 



Ff)-302a (Roy. 10-6-95) 

9A-CV- 

Continuation of FD-302 of ,On 10/09/98 

Wickliffe Police Department and was advised by 
that he could not file a police report actainst 

The following day,|_(went to see Lake County 
Prosecutor SXF.VF.M T.aTOURETTE and relayed the above story to him. 
According to LATOURETTE replied. “Oh that's nothing, 
they’re just playing head games.” then stated to 
T.atqttpfttf, “what comes around goes arouna and I’ll do it.” 

advised LATOURETTE began laughing at this point and 
left the office. v 

then went to the FBI in Cleveland, Ohio and 
spoke to an unnamed, special agent. This agent said, "He smells a 
rat in a wood, rvi 1 p._ ” I also brought his complaints to 
Special Aaentl_of the Painesville Resident Agency of 
the FBI. stated LATOURETTE should have taken the case. 

_was having trouble getting an attorney to 
handle his complaint in Lake County. [stated this was 
because the attorneys were scared of STEVE LATOURETTE. 
Eventually,! | obtained an attorney in Cleveland named Mr. 



FJD-302a (to. 10-6-95) 

9A-CV- 

Continuation of FD-302 of .On 10/09/98 



• ft 
£D-302a (Rev. 10-6-95) 

9A-CV- 

complaints, 
Officer that advised 

other public officials in Wickliffe, Ohio. While lodging these 
""[advised he spoke with a Wickliffe Police 

there weps.dixsat-ordars-from.. 
■STEVE T.flTOURETTS not' to investigate the| 

advised the officer then told him LATOURETTE had said. 
“I’m the boss and nobody tells me what to do." 

Approximately one month ago, Iwrote two 
letters to Congressman t.atottrkttf, requesting assistance with the 
problem he was experiencing with!__| After 
writing the above letters went to LATOURETTE’s office 
to again request assistance from LATOWRETTE. After getting what 
he considered to be "no help” from LATOURETTE.I Iwrote a 
letter to 

h6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 



(01/26/1998) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date: 10/20/1998 Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Washington Field 

From: Cleveland 
Painesville RA_ 
Contac t: SAI 

Approved By: _ 

Drafted By: I I: i ao/Ov/' 

Case ID #: v/^A-CV-59110 (Closed) 

Title: 

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION 

Synopsis: To provide WFO with information concerning a 
potentially threatening! 

Enclosures: For WFO, two conies of an FD-302 regarding the_ 
interview of I land a copy of the letterl 1 

L ZZ1 —1 
Details: On October 5, 1998, the writer received a letter from 
I I for Steven C. LaTourette, 
United States Congressman. The letter had been sent via_ 
certified mail _ 
from the above captioned subject. The letter alleges 

that Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette " 
that.” The subiect states that all he wants is 

On October 5, 1998, the writer spoke with Congressman 
LaTourette and was advised that the above captioned subject, 
hereinafter referred to as | | had been contacting 
LaTourette, and local and Federal authorities for approximately 
thirteen years. Congressman LaTourette was concerned that_ 

I 1 knew his home address! _ I 
Congressman LaTourette has met several times throughout 
his career as a Lake County Prosecute#*? a-nd currently as a United 

4 5/3 

2SAM602 -£c 



?? From: Cleveland 
9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 

States Congressman. LaTourette advised I complaint 
first came to his attention when LaTourette was the Lake County 
Prosecutor. LaTourette advised he researched the complaint and 
found it to have no substance. LaTourette stated it appeared as 
though r ~1 

has visited LaTourette's Painesville Congressional 
Office several times but has not displayed any aggressive and/or 
violent behavior._T.aTonret-.te further stated I I usually 
_[making claims similar to 
the ones found within the above referenced letter. LaTourette 
stated he has contacted_ lawyer, 
at I ~| request but has yet to receive a return call from 

I as of October 5, 1998. LaTourette believes that 
_may be mentally unstable and may eventually pose a 
security problem. 

Writer also contacted _ Special Agent._ 
United States Secret Service (USSS) in Cleveland. Qhio.l 
advised the writer that there was no record of I 1 in the 
USSS data base. Writer also spoke tol 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) . 1 stated 

|is an unstable individual, but., he.lievesl | to be 
relatively harmless. [_[stated that if the 
letters continue, the LCSO may pursue harassment charges against 

Writer then contacted I ~l 
Madison Village Police Department, Madison, Ohio and requested an 
increased patrol in the area of LaTourette's residence through 
October 31, 1998. Writer also provided I I with a 
description of I land a description of I I 
vehicle. 

On October 7, 1998, the writer conferred with Assistant 
United States Attorney CAUSA) Gary Arbeznik. AUSA Arbeznik_ 
informed the writer that the contents of the letter sent| 

Idid not rise to the level of a threat and lacked 
sufficient evidence per Title 18, Section 875 of the United 
States Code. Arbezn.-ik requested the FRT i nvpst taaf.e the alleged 
incident and f” 
_^_l Arbeznik further requested the FBI 
interview land advise him he is to direct all 
correspondence directly to public officials and not to | 

is described as follows■ 



?? From: Cleveland 
9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 
Date of Birth: 
Social Security 
Account Number: 

Place of Birth: 
Address: 

Miscellaneous: 

On October 9, 1 the wr 

two detectives at the Wickliffe 
Police Department in Wicklifcre, Ohio approximately thirteen years 
earlier. | | further alleged Steven LaTourette did nothing 
to help him and issued direct orders to the Wickliffe Police 
Department that jmatter not be investigated. 

also spoke to the FBI and LCSO and claims the 
individuals he spoke to told him that LaTourette should have 
“taken the case”, and that | ~| should not retain legal 
counsel or “he would get in trouble.” I _I wrote the above 
referenced letter I i 

After speakin the writer interviewed 

Wickliffe Police Department approximately fourteen years earlier 
After arriving at the police department.] Iwas told he 
could not file a complaint against! 

_I_I was advised not to write any further letters 
to _ was further advised not to write 
additional letters to Congressman LaTourette because his dispute 
was of a civil nature and should be handled by a lawyer within 



To: 
Re: 

? ? From: cl^veland 
9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 

the civil courts. [_ Iwas also advised that further 
letters mav result in harassment charges being filed against 

I I by the LCSO. I I agreed to not send any further 
letters to| land stated he did not mean to 
frighten 

letter. 
Jby writing the above referenced 

b6 

b7C 

In light of the foregoing, this case is being closed. 

4 



To: 
Re: 

? ? From: Cleveland 
9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

WMFO 

AT WASHINGTON. DC 

Provide to United States Capital Police if deemed 
appropriate. 

♦ ♦ 

5 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

U,S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

3005 Federal Office Bldg 

Cleveland,OH 44199 

October 23, 1998 

Honorable Emily M. Sweeney 

United States Attorney 

Northern District of Ohio 

1800 Bank One Center 

600 Superior Avenue, East 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2600 

Attention: -Assistant United States Attorney 

Gary Arbeznik 

RE: I I 

EXTORTION 

Dear Ms. Sweeney: 

], Federal 

This letter is to confirm the October 7, 1998 

conversation between Special Agent (SA) E ” 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Cleveland, and Assistant United 

States Attorney (AUSA) Gary Arbeznik regarding the above 

referenced investigation. This matter involves information 

received by this office on October 5, 1998 from | ' |, 

> /uni _ifor Steven IT I,ifi(F°-urefee. 

Congressman in Painesville, Ohio.C 

Jnited States 

had written and sent a letter via Certified mail to 

Police Officer and he was not permitted to file a police report, 

and Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette "made sure of that." 

I i Hen.t--i_£j-eBZeg a white male, date of birth 

presiding at 

Ls£icuU-l-_a£curitv account number 

FBI investigation disclosed thatE 
write and send a letter | 

Ohio. 

] did in fact 

] 

Z9(tOAeDl. IXT 9 A-lio'b 
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above referenced letter to [ 1 
Iwas advised not to write any further 

agreed to the letters to Steven or 

above conditions and scared ne aia noc mean lu Trighten the 

by 

writing the above referenced letter. 

As a result of the above information, AUSA Arbeznik 

advised that the contents of the letter sent to| I 

did not rise to the level of a threat and lacked sufficient 

evidence per Title 18, Section 875 of the United States Code, In 

view of this, AUSA Arbeznik was declining prosecution in this 

matter. 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

Very truly yours. 

VAN A. HARP 

Special Agent in Charge 

b6 

b7C 

By: 

supervisory senior 

Resident Agent 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

FileNo. 197-0 
3005 Federal Office Building 

Cleveland, Ohio 44199 

June 18, 2001 

OFFICE OF STATE REP. RON YOUNG 

Riffe Center 

77 South High Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

RE: 

Dear 

Pursuant to your written request, we have reviewed our 

records for information regarding 

you referenced. 

in the matter 

was interviewed on October 9, 1998, 

concerning a letter he had sent to| | 

Steven Latourette, Congressman, 19th District. L, i r< 1 a-i me>rl 

that thirteen years previous to this he had been 

I 
] 

who suggested he take up the matter with 

the new Prosecutor, Steven Latourette, when he took office. He 

later contacted Prosecutor Latourette, who took no action but did 

encourage him to make a police report. 

] claimed that in 1986 

Department detectives Questioned himf F 
and refused to allow them to file a report against 

lal ar\ al 1 g mthpn- ahngpg_guch_as 

J described this event to Prosecutor Latourette 

without results and then went to the FBI, where an Agent 

allegedly told[ 

c 
that Latourette should have taken the 

J obtained legal counsel and has had a series case. _ 

of lawyers over the years and Prosecutor Latourette did not 

1 - Addressee 

2 - Cleveland (197-0) 

STD- 9A-CV-59110) - n 

WSB/feb 

(3) 
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b7C 
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respond to their inquiries. After writing to the attorney for 
_without response,| | was contacted by the 
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's Office and told that no charges 
would be filed, as they were unsubstantiated. In 1994, 

In 1996, |_| lodged complaints with various 
public officials in Wickliffe, Ohio. In approximately September 
1998,T wrote letters to now-Congressman Latourette 
without results 

had no intention of frightening |__| and agreed 
not■to write any further letters to the Congressman or| | 

_On the same date of interview, _ 
, was interviewed and advised that he recalled going to 

the Wickliffe Police Department! ' i 

I hope this summary provides you with sufficient 
material for your investigation. 

Sincerely, 

Van A. Harp 
Special Agent in Charge 

Special Agent 
Chief Division Counsel 



I 

% 
*f°Use of Represe^ 

Ronald Young m 
Member 

69th House District 
Parts of Lake County 

Capitol Office 
Riffe Center 

77 South High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

toll free: (800) 282-0253 
telephone: (614) 644-6074 

fax: (614) 644-9494 
e-mail: rep69@ohr.state.oh.us 

www.house.state.oh.us 

Committees 

State Government, Grar 
Gifranaijustke 

Gommenx andLabor 

M 

if 

i 

.1 

1240 E. 9th Street Rm. 3005 
Cleveland, Oh 44199 

I recently had a conversation with agenf regarding an 

old case he worked on several years ago, the antagonist of which was 
on<j |>f Lake County, Ohio. 

During our conversation I requested the official documentation 
of Agentf I communications with I L A genii I 
was willing to send the information pending a check with the Agency’s 
legal department. Agent] | then told me I needed to contact you in 
an official capacity to request any such records. 

It is for this purpose I am writing to you. In order to conduct and 
close my cursory investigation into this matter and quickly put it behind 

me, I need to access the records of communications, be they incident 
reports, etc. I feel confident that the contents of the paperwork will 
show that none of the allegations made by hold water and 
as such, will allow me to discard the case and move on to more 
important work. 

I understand that due to the time frame of when this encounter 
took place it may be difficult to produce the paperwork. I appreciate 
your efforts in finding it for me and assure you I will be patient in my 
request so as not to place an undo burden on your agency employees. 
Agent | |has been more than helpful and I apologize for having to 
occupy his and your time with this trivial matter. 

Thank vnn for vonr nnnnmfmn 

/ 

urnce or state xep. Kon x oung 
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(01/26/1998) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

P r e c edence: ROUTINE Date: 10/09/1998 

To: Cleveland Attn: SSRA 

From: Cleveland 

Painesville RA_ 

Contact: SA 

Approved By: _ 

Drafted By: _ jag 

Case ID #: y^A-CV-NEW (Pending) 

Title: 

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION 

Synopsis: To recommend opening of the above captioned case. 

Details: Attached hereto and made part of this communication is 

one copy of a seven page letter addressed to I I 

from | \ 

On October 5, 1998, the writer received the above 

letter from | | for Steven C. 

LaTourette, United States Congressman. The above letter was sent 

via certified mail to I 

from the above captioned subject. The letter alleges_ 

Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette "made sure of that." 

The subject states that all he wants is f 

On October 5, 1998, writer spoke with Congressman 

LaTourette and was advised that the above captioned subject, 

hereinafter referred to as | | had been contacting 

LaTourette, and local and Federal authorities for approximately 

thirteen years. Congressman LaTourette was concerned that_ 

I I knew his home address | ~| 

Congressman LaTourette has met I I several times throughout 

his career as the Lake County Prosecutor and currently as a 

United States Congressman. LaTourette advisedf ” j 

complaint first came to his attention when LaTourehte was the 

9A-cX/-S ifm- 
^ ) n^Pr SEARCHED_INDEXED_ 

y U SERIALIZED—f?trftttD —, 

/ CAjIL-^ -./t\. OCT If. •. ■ OCT I 1 
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To: Cleveland From: Cleveland 
Re: 9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 

Lake County Prosecutor. LaTourette advised he researched the 
complaint and found it to have no substance. LaTourette stated 

| has visited LaTourette’s Painesville Congressional 
office several times but has never displayed any aggressive 
and/or violent behavior. LaTourette further stated | 
usually_ making claims 
similar to the ones found in the enclosed letter. LaTourette 
stated he has contacted| | lawyer, 
and has not received a return call from I las of October 5, 
1998. LaTourette believes that ] | may be mentally 
unstable and may pose a security problem in the future. 

Writer also contacted _|Special Agent,_ 
United States Secret Service (USSS) in Cleveland. Ohio. 
advised the writer that there was no record of I ! 
in the USSS data base. Writer also spoke tol I 

J Lake County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO). | 
Istated _ is an unstable individual, but -i svps 

^to be relatively harmless. _| stated 
it the Jotters continue, the LCSO may pursue harassment charges 
against _ 

Writer then contacted| 
Madison Village Police Department, Madison, Ohio, and requested 
an increased patrol in the area of LaTourette’s residence thru 
October 31, 1998. Writer also provided _with a 
description of and a description of | 
vehicle. 

On October 7, 1998. the writer conferred with Assistant 
United States Attorney (AUSA 

is described as follows: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 



To: Cleve1and From: C1eve1and 
Re: 9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 

Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 
Date of Birth: 
Social Security 
Account Number: 

Place of Birth: 
Address: 

Miscellaneous: _ 

In light of the foregoing, and the additional 
investigative request, it is recommended this case be opened and 
assigned to SA I I 



TO CLEUELAND P.01 OCT-19-1998 

FD-44S (Rev. 2-l(j-95} 

10:50 FROM V.FBI AKRON OH RA 

FBI FACSIMILE 

COVERSHEET 

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION 

O Immediate □Top Secret Time Transmitted: 

□ Priority □ Secret Sender’s Initials: 1 f 

SI Routine □ Confidential Number of Pages: 4 

□ Sensitive (including coversheet) 

0 Unclassified 

To: CLEVELAND Date: 10/19/98 

Name of Ofrice 

Subject: 

Special Handling Instructions: _PLS CALL ME W/ FILE # 

Originator’s Name: I I_ 

Originator’s Facsimile Number: _ 

Approved: _ 

Brief Description of Communication Faxed: 

Telephone: 

9A-NEW EC 

b6 

b7C 

i 
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QCT-19-1998 10;5i FROM FBI AKRON OH RA 
UL/1 XH • HO rmucsviuLE wruu ivri 

CLEUELAND 

(ommm) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Cleveland 

•Date: 10/09/1998 

Attn: SSPA 

From: Cleveland 
Paines ville : 
Contact: SA 

Approved By: I 

Drafted By: I F: jag 

Case ID #: 9A-CV-NEW (Pending) 

Title: I I 

STEVEN C. 
EXTORTION 

- VICTIM; 

Synopsis: To recommend opening of the above captioned case. 

Details: Attached hereto and made part of this communication is 
one copy of a seven page letter addressed to | 
from | \. 

letter from _ 
LaTourette, United States Concresl 
via certified mail to | 
from the above captioned sub-iect. 

reived the above 
for Steven C. 

above letter was sent 

Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette “made sure of that.' 
The subject states that all he wants is I 

On October 5, 1998, writer spoke with Congressman 
LaTourette and was advised that the above captioned subject, 
hereinafter referred to as | had been contacting 
LaTourette, and local and Federal authorities for approximately 
thirteen years. Congressman LaTourette was concerned that_ 

| |knew his home addresp 
congressman LaTourette has met|^ i several times througho- 
his career as the Lake County Prosecutor and currently as a 
United States Congressman. LaTourette advised f~ ~~ 
complaint first came to his attentipik-when LaTourette was the 

/ ■ ' /Yua 9/1-0/-5g 
/ . .. v,fl pH5 kmcm_._me 

severaJ :imes rougnout 
_a 

Q/beV- 59 )iV - 
$tARCK£0_ 
SERIALIZED- 

CPC. 
OCT P 1998 
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G£I“19~1998 10=51 FROM FBI fiKRON OH Rfl 

To: Cleveland From: Cleveland 
Re; 9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 

CLEUELPND P.03 

Lake County Prosecutor. LaTourette advised he researched the 
complaint and found it to have no substance. LaTourette stated 
it appeared as though! 

I I has visited LaTourette’s Painesvilie Congressional 
office several times but has never displayed any aggressive 
and/or violent behavior. LaTourette further stated 1 I 
usually! 1 making claims 
similar to the ones found in the enclosed letter. LaTourette 
stated he has contacted| ~ lawyer, 
and has not received a return call from| | as of October 5, 
1998. LaTourette believes that I I may be mentally 
unstable and may pose a security problem in the future. 

Writer also contacted_Special Agent._ 
United States Secret service (USSS) in Cleveland, Ohio. 
advised the writer that there was no record of! 
in the usss data base. Writer also spoke td ~T~ 

I Lake County Sharif f7s Office (LCSO) . 
fgr.atad|_{is an unstable individual, but believes 

to be relatively harmless, I ~1 stated 
;inue, the LCSO may pursue harassment charges if the ' 

against] 

Writer then contacted! . I 
Madison Village Police Department, Madison, Ohio, and reguested 
an increased patrol in the area of LaTourette’s residence thru 
October 31, 1998. Writer also provided | with a 
description of I I and a description of| | 
vehicle. 

On October 7, 1998, the writer conferred with Assistant 
United states Attorney (AUSA) Gary Arbeznik. Arbeznik informed 
the writer that the contents of the enclosed letter do not rise 
to the level of a threat and lack sufficient evidence per Title 
18, Section 875 of the united States Code. Arbeznik requested 
the FBI investigate the alleged incident ini 1 letter 
where 
Arbeznik further requested the FBI interview! land 
advised him he is to direct all correspondence directly to public 
officials and not|~ 1 

is described as follows: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Height; 

2 
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^OCT-19-1998 10=52 

0CT-1S-1998 14=4? 

FROM FBI AKRON OH RA 
I PHINfcbOiLLfc uniu kh 

TO CLEUELAND P.04 
•mCJ UW* t/x'c. 1 « « w i 

To= Cleveland From: Cleveland 
9A-CV-NEW, 10/09/1998 
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Field Office Acquiring Evidence 
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(Name of Contributor) 

(Address of Contributor) 
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(Name of Special Agent) 

To Be Returned □ Yes 09 No 
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(Communication Enclosing Material) 
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WI OK. UP, a 











-1 - 

fD-302 (Re-v. 10-6-95) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 10/15/98 

Ohio, date of birth 
] was advised of the identity of the interviewing 

social security account number 

b6 

b7C 

agent and the purpose of the interview. He then provided the 
following information: 

to 

was be-ina -i ■ntp-nH pwpH regarding a letter sent 
TEVEN T.ATOITRKTTeT United States 

was 

b6 

b7C 

Congressman, 19th Congressional District, Ohio. 
■i nt-er-vlewed_in—the,-nresenlce,..nf[ 

Lake County Sheriff’s Office, 
Painesville, Ohio. 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

Investigation on 10/09/ 98 

Hie# 9A-CV-59110 

at Ohio 

Date dictated 10/13/ 98 

by SA i§a. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is die property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency ; . ^ 

hand its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 0^. C V 1> / / ■ i 



Ff)-302a (Roy. 10-6-95) 

9A-CV- 

Continuation of FD-302 of ,On 10/09/98 

Wickliffe Police Department and was advised by 
that he could not file a police report actainst 

The following day,|_(went to see Lake County 
Prosecutor SXF.VF.M T.aTOURETTE and relayed the above story to him. 
According to LATOURETTE replied. “Oh that's nothing, 
they’re just playing head games.” then stated to 
T.atqttpfttf, “what comes around goes arouna and I’ll do it.” 

advised LATOURETTE began laughing at this point and 
left the office. v 

then went to the FBI in Cleveland, Ohio and 
spoke to an unnamed, special agent. This agent said, "He smells a 
rat in a wood, rvi 1 p._ ” I also brought his complaints to 
Special Aaentl_of the Painesville Resident Agency of 
the FBI. stated LATOURETTE should have taken the case. 

_was having trouble getting an attorney to 
handle his complaint in Lake County. [stated this was 
because the attorneys were scared of STEVE LATOURETTE. 
Eventually,! | obtained an attorney in Cleveland named Mr. 



FJD-302a (to. 10-6-95) 

9A-CV- 

Continuation of FD-302 of .On 10/09/98 



• ft 
£D-302a (Rev. 10-6-95) 

9A-CV- 

complaints, 
Officer that advised 

other public officials in Wickliffe, Ohio. While lodging these 
""[advised he spoke with a Wickliffe Police 

there weps.dixsat-ordars-from.. 
■STEVE T.flTOURETTS not' to investigate the| 

advised the officer then told him LATOURETTE had said. 
“I’m the boss and nobody tells me what to do." 

Approximately one month ago, Iwrote two 
letters to Congressman t.atottrkttf, requesting assistance with the 
problem he was experiencing with!__| After 
writing the above letters went to LATOURETTE’s office 
to again request assistance from LATOWRETTE. After getting what 
he considered to be "no help” from LATOURETTE.I Iwrote a 
letter to 

h6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 



(01/26/1998) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date: 10/20/1998 Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Washington Field 

From: Cleveland 
Painesville RA_ 
Contac t: SAI 

Approved By: _ 

Drafted By: I I: i ao/Ov/' 

Case ID #: v/^A-CV-59110 (Closed) 

Title: 

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION 

Synopsis: To provide WFO with information concerning a 
potentially threatening! 

Enclosures: For WFO, two conies of an FD-302 regarding the_ 
interview of I land a copy of the letterl 1 

L ZZ1 —1 
Details: On October 5, 1998, the writer received a letter from 
I I for Steven C. LaTourette, 
United States Congressman. The letter had been sent via_ 
certified mail _ 
from the above captioned subject. The letter alleges 

that Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette " 
that.” The subiect states that all he wants is 

On October 5, 1998, the writer spoke with Congressman 
LaTourette and was advised that the above captioned subject, 
hereinafter referred to as | | had been contacting 
LaTourette, and local and Federal authorities for approximately 
thirteen years. Congressman LaTourette was concerned that_ 

I 1 knew his home address! _ I 
Congressman LaTourette has met several times throughout 
his career as a Lake County Prosecute#*? a-nd currently as a United 

4 5/3 

2SAM602 -£c 



?? From: Cleveland 
9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 

States Congressman. LaTourette advised I complaint 
first came to his attention when LaTourette was the Lake County 
Prosecutor. LaTourette advised he researched the complaint and 
found it to have no substance. LaTourette stated it appeared as 
though r ~1 

has visited LaTourette's Painesville Congressional 
Office several times but has not displayed any aggressive and/or 
violent behavior._T.aTonret-.te further stated I I usually 

_[making claims similar to 
the ones found within the above referenced letter. LaTourette 
stated he has contacted_ lawyer, 
at I ~| request but has yet to receive a return call from 

I as of October 5, 1998. LaTourette believes that 
_may be mentally unstable and may eventually pose a 
security problem. 

Writer also contacted _ Special Agent._ 
United States Secret Service (USSS) in Cleveland. Qhio.l 
advised the writer that there was no record of I 1 in the 
USSS data base. Writer also spoke tol 

Lake County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) . 1 stated 
|is an unstable individual, but., he.lievesl | to be 

relatively harmless. [_[stated that if the 
letters continue, the LCSO may pursue harassment charges against 

Writer then contacted I ~l 
Madison Village Police Department, Madison, Ohio and requested an 
increased patrol in the area of LaTourette's residence through 
October 31, 1998. Writer also provided I I with a 
description of I land a description of I I 
vehicle. 

On October 7, 1998, the writer conferred with Assistant 
United States Attorney CAUSA) Gary Arbeznik. AUSA Arbeznik_ 
informed the writer that the contents of the letter sent| 

Idid not rise to the level of a threat and lacked 
sufficient evidence per Title 18, Section 875 of the United 
States Code. Arbezn.-ik requested the FRT i nvpst taaf.e the alleged 
incident and f” 
_^_l Arbeznik further requested the FBI 
interview land advise him he is to direct all 
correspondence directly to public officials and not to | 

is described as follows■ 



?? From: Cleveland 
9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 
Date of Birth: 
Social Security 
Account Number: 

Place of Birth: 
Address: 

Miscellaneous: 

On October 9, 1 the wr 

two detectives at the Wickliffe 
Police Department in Wicklifcre, Ohio approximately thirteen years 
earlier. | | further alleged Steven LaTourette did nothing 
to help him and issued direct orders to the Wickliffe Police 
Department that jmatter not be investigated. 

also spoke to the FBI and LCSO and claims the 
individuals he spoke to told him that LaTourette should have 
“taken the case”, and that | ~| should not retain legal 
counsel or “he would get in trouble.” I _I wrote the above 
referenced letter I i 

After speakin the writer interviewed 

Wickliffe Police Department approximately fourteen years earlier 
After arriving at the police department.] Iwas told he 
could not file a complaint against! 

_I_I was advised not to write any further letters 
to _ was further advised not to write 
additional letters to Congressman LaTourette because his dispute 
was of a civil nature and should be handled by a lawyer within 



To: 
Re: 

? ? From: cl^veland 
9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 

the civil courts. [_ Iwas also advised that further 
letters mav result in harassment charges being filed against 

I I by the LCSO. I I agreed to not send any further 
letters to| land stated he did not mean to 
frighten 

letter. 
Jby writing the above referenced 

b6 

b7C 

In light of the foregoing, this case is being closed. 

4 



To: 
Re: 

? ? From: Cleveland 
9A-CV-59110, 10/20/1998 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

WMFO 

AT WASHINGTON. DC 

Provide to United States Capital Police if deemed 
appropriate. 

♦ ♦ 

5 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

U,S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

3005 Federal Office Bldg 
Cleveland,OH 44199 

October 23, 1998 

Honorable Emily M. Sweeney 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Ohio 
1800 Bank One Center 
600 Superior Avenue, East 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2600 

Attention: -Assistant United States Attorney 
Gary Arbeznik 

RE: I I 
EXTORTION 

Dear Ms. Sweeney: 

], Federal 
This letter is to confirm the October 7, 1998 

conversation between Special Agent (SA) E ” 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Cleveland, and Assistant United 
States Attorney (AUSA) Gary Arbeznik regarding the above 
referenced investigation. This matter involves information 
received by this office on October 5, 1998 from | ' |, 

> /uni _ifor Steven IT I,ifi(F°-urefee. 
Congressman in Painesville, Ohio.C 

Jnited States 

had written and sent a letter via Certified mail to 

Police Officer and he was not permitted to file a police report, 
and Lake County Prosecutor Steven LaTourette "made sure of that." 

I i Hen.t--i_£j-eBZeg a white male, date of birth 

presiding at 
Ls£icuU-l-_a£curitv account number 

FBI investigation disclosed thatE 
write and send a letter | 

Ohio. 

] did in fact 

] 

Z9(tOAeDl. IXT 9 A-lio'b 
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b6 

b7C 



above referenced letter to [ 1 
Iwas advised not to write any further 

agreed to the letters to Steven or 
above conditions and scared ne aia noc mean lu Trighten the 

by 
writing the above referenced letter. 

As a result of the above information, AUSA Arbeznik 
advised that the contents of the letter sent to| I 
did not rise to the level of a threat and lacked sufficient 
evidence per Title 18, Section 875 of the United States Code, In 
view of this, AUSA Arbeznik was declining prosecution in this 

matter. 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

Very truly yours. 

VAN A. HARP 
Special Agent in Charge 

b6 

b7C 

By: 

supervisory senior 
Resident Agent 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

FileNo. 197-0 
3005 Federal Office Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 44199 
June 18, 2001 

OFFICE OF STATE REP. RON YOUNG 
Riffe Center 
77 South High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

RE: 

Dear 

Pursuant to your written request, we have reviewed our 
records for information regarding 
you referenced. 

in the matter 

was interviewed on October 9, 1998, 
concerning a letter he had sent to| | 
Steven Latourette, Congressman, 19th District. L, i r< 1 a-i me>rl 

that thirteen years previous to this he had been 

I 
] 

who suggested he take up the matter with 
the new Prosecutor, Steven Latourette, when he took office. He 
later contacted Prosecutor Latourette, who took no action but did 
encourage him to make a police report. 

] claimed that in 1986 
Department detectives Questioned himf F 

and refused to allow them to file a report against 
lal ar\ al 1 g mthpn- ahngpg_guch_as 

J described this event to Prosecutor Latourette 
without results and then went to the FBI, where an Agent 
allegedly told[ 

c 
that Latourette should have taken the 

J obtained legal counsel and has had a series case. _ 
of lawyers over the years and Prosecutor Latourette did not 
1 - Addressee 
2 - Cleveland (197-0) 

STD- 9A-CV-59110) - n 

WSB/feb 
(3) 

b6 

b7C 
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b6 
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respond to their inquiries. After writing to the attorney for 
_without response,| | was contacted by the 
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's Office and told that no charges 
would be filed, as they were unsubstantiated. In 1994, 

In 1996, |_| lodged complaints with various 
public officials in Wickliffe, Ohio. In approximately September 
1998,T wrote letters to now-Congressman Latourette 
without results 

had no intention of frightening |__| and agreed 
not■to write any further letters to the Congressman or| | 

_On the same date of interview, _ 
, was interviewed and advised that he recalled going to 

the Wickliffe Police Department! ' i 

I hope this summary provides you with sufficient 
material for your investigation. 

Sincerely, 

Van A. Harp 
Special Agent in Charge 

Special Agent 
Chief Division Counsel 



I 

% 
*f°Use of Represe^ 

Ronald Young m 
Member 

69th House District 
Parts of Lake County 

Capitol Office 
Riffe Center 

77 South High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

toll free: (800) 282-0253 
telephone: (614) 644-6074 

fax: (614) 644-9494 
e-mail: rep69@ohr.state.oh.us 

www.house.state.oh.us 

Committees 

State Government, Grar 
Gifranaijustke 

Gommenx andLabor 

M 

if 

i 

.1 

1240 E. 9th Street Rm. 3005 
Cleveland, Oh 44199 

I recently had a conversation with agenf regarding an 

old case he worked on several years ago, the antagonist of which was 
on<j |>f Lake County, Ohio. 

During our conversation I requested the official documentation 
of Agentf I communications with I L A genii I 
was willing to send the information pending a check with the Agency’s 
legal department. Agent] | then told me I needed to contact you in 
an official capacity to request any such records. 

It is for this purpose I am writing to you. In order to conduct and 
close my cursory investigation into this matter and quickly put it behind 

me, I need to access the records of communications, be they incident 
reports, etc. I feel confident that the contents of the paperwork will 
show that none of the allegations made by hold water and 
as such, will allow me to discard the case and move on to more 
important work. 

I understand that due to the time frame of when this encounter 
took place it may be difficult to produce the paperwork. I appreciate 
your efforts in finding it for me and assure you I will be patient in my 
request so as not to place an undo burden on your agency employees. 
Agent | |has been more than helpful and I apologize for having to 
occupy his and your time with this trivial matter. 

Thank vnn for vonr nnnnmfmn 

/ 

urnce or state xep. Kon x oung 
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FD- 302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 

1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 11/01/2 0 07 

| a white male, date of birth 
j Social Security Account Number ’ 

] and cellular telephone 
1 home home address I 

telephone number [ 
I I provided the following information voluntarily to Special 
Agent 

"1 
Jof the Federal Bureau of Investigation: 

recently came across and old e-mail dated 
01/03/2003 to tjimself. The e-mail contained two telephone 
numbers and ^two names. Telenhone numbers | [and 

and the names!_ 
referenced on the e-mail. 

I Kwere associated with f 
I 

and "Latourette" were 

I r were assoclaj 
J^rlephone number/j_ 

and "Latourette" and 
were associated with Congressman 

Steven La Tourptte of Ohio. 

_advised that he frequently e-mailed himself names 
and telephone numbers to remind him to call someone or to store 
an individual's contact information in his blackberry. 

]recalled having [telephone number on a 
piece of paper in his pocket and generating this e-mail to 
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recalled contacting 
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provided him withf 
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__ „ . _ |telephone number to 
J wi-i-ir-h I I wmfp on_a_niece of paper. 

] to provide T 
to make the necessary 

details. 
however,| | could not recall any of the 
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contact information into his blackberry. I I was certain La 
Tourette did not have anv involvement w ithF 

attended together. 
and former 

A copy of the e-mail has been attached to this 
communication and made a part hereto. 

b6 
b7C 

(Fn » 
V '/bio 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

•! b7C 

investigation on 11/01/2007 at Washington, District of Columbia 

File * 58C-WF- 235019- _ Date dictated N / A 

by SA p rem r74~y 

This document contains neithet recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2oCr- 

b6 

~b7C 



From: 
1 Sent: 

To: 
Subject: 

1 l 
Friday, January 03, 2003 3:01 PM 

Sent from nny BlackBerry Wireless Handheld (www.BlackBerry.net) 

-Original Messaqe-- 
From. b6 
TO: | | b7C 
Sent: Fri Jan 03 13:53:06 2003 
Subject: | j 

Latourette ! 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld (www.BlackBerry.net) 

i 

j 

j 

| 

i 

1 



I 

FD- 302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 

1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 11/01/2 0 07 

| a white male, date of birth 
j Social Security Account Number ’ 

] and cellular telephone 
1 home home address I 

telephone number [ 
I I provided the following information voluntarily to Special 
Agent 

"1 
Jof the Federal Bureau of Investigation: 

recently came across and old e-mail dated 
01/03/2003 to tjimself. The e-mail contained two telephone 
numbers and ^two names. Telenhone numbers | [and 

and the names!_ 
referenced on the e-mail. 

I Kwere associated with f 
I 

and "Latourette" were 

I r were assoclaj 
J^rlephone number/j_ 

and "Latourette" and 
were associated with Congressman 

Steven La Tourptte of Ohio. 

_advised that he frequently e-mailed himself names 
and telephone numbers to remind him to call someone or to store 
an individual's contact information in his blackberry. 

]recalled having [telephone number on a 
piece of paper in his pocket and generating this e-mail to 
remind him to call 

contact I _, ... 
recalled contacting 
arrangements with 

provided him withf 
] [ ] is certain 

__ „ . _ |telephone number to 
J wi-i-ir-h I I wmfp on_a_niece of paper. 

] to provide T 
to make the necessary 

details. 
however,| | could not recall any of the 

I could not recall why he entered La Tourette's 
contact information into his blackberry. I I was certain La 
Tourette did not have anv involvement w ithF 

attended together. 
and former 

A copy of the e-mail has been attached to this 
communication and made a part hereto. 

b6 
b7C 

(Fn » 
V '/bio 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

•! b7C 

investigation on 11/01/2007 at Washington, District of Columbia 

File * 58C-WF- 235019- _ Date dictated N / A 

by SA p rem r74~y 

This document contains neithet recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2oCr- 

b6 

~b7C 



From: 
1 Sent: 

To: 
Subject: 

1 l 
Friday, January 03, 2003 3:01 PM 

Sent from nny BlackBerry Wireless Handheld (www.BlackBerry.net) 

-Original Messaqe-- 
From. b6 
TO: | | b7C 
Sent: Fri Jan 03 13:53:06 2003 
Subject: | j 

Latourette ! 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld (www.BlackBerry.net) 

i 

j 

j 

| 

i 

1 



STEVEN C. LATOURETTE; 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION; 
00: CV 
194—CV-413 SUB 9 

On May 5, 1993, 6/8/93, and 6/29/93, [ 
the following information to Special Agent (SA) 

rovided 



STEVEN C. LATOURETTE; 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION; 
00: CV 
194—CV-413 SUB 9 

On May 5, 1993, 6/8/93, and 6/29/93, [ 
the following information to Special Agent (SA) 

rovided 
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00: CV 
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on January 20, 1993, and January 25, 1993, I 
was contacted by Special Agent (SA) | ~| ana provide 
the following information*' 

SOURCE is aware that has an associate bv the 
name of 

source is aware that I_ 
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Judicial race 
unites former 
political foes 
By Phil Trexler 
News-Herald Staff Writer 

The last time Steven C/ La¬ 
Tourette _and Michael A. Cic~ 
conetti shared the sanfe plat- 

TofmT" LaTourette c^led his 
then-political opponent a 
“DWI attorney” who 
“wouldn’t recognize a plea 
bargain if it were to come up 
and slap him in the face.” 

But time and a new election 
apparently have ways of 
changing things. Nowadays, 
the two share a platform with 
a common goal: seeing Paines- 
ville Municipal Court Judge 
Neil R. Wilson become a one- 
term justice. 

“I think it shows that when 
you run a good, clean cam¬ 
paign and the other person 
wins, it doesn’t mean you 
can’t work together,” Cicco¬ 
netti said Tuesday. 

“I hope it’s a compliment to 
have such a person involved in 
my campaign. But he’s not the 
only one. Others have come 
out and gotten involved. If 
people want a choice forjudge, 
this is probably the last oppor¬ 
tunity they’ll have for the next 
six years.” 

Because no Republican has 
surfaced in the judicial race, 
the Cicconetti-Wilson winner 
will likely go unopposed in 
November and win the bench. 

LaTourette, a Republican 
who whipped Cicconetti five 
years ago in the 1988 race for 
Lake County prosecutor, is 
pictured shaking hands with 
Cicconetti inside the Demo¬ 
cratic lawyer’s recently re¬ 
leased campaign literature. 

In the pamphlet, LaTourette 
does not come out and en¬ 
dorse Cicconetti. In fact, all , 
voters get is the photo with a 
nearby caption reading, “We 
need a system that works to¬ 
gether.” LaTourette is not 
quoted in any of the pam¬ 
phlet’s four pages. 

LaTourette Cicconetti 

" “First of all,” LaTourette 
said of his support, “we were 
unable to field a Republican 
candidate in the Painesville 
Municipal Court race, so like 
President Bush once said, we 
didn’t have a dog in the fight. 

This caused me to examine 
> who was running in the pri- 
' mary and most importantly, 
‘who is most likely to cooperate 
with others in order to help 
the public. All this wasteful 
bickering causes gridlock.” 

He added, “In 1988, we both 
ran a hard campaign and I was 

fortunate to come out ahead. 
But it doesn’t mean I don’t 
respect him as a man or an 
attorney and our past race 
doesn’t mean I question 
whether he’ll be a good judge. 
I think he’ll make a fine ! 
judge.” f 

As a Republican, LaTourette 
is not alone in jumping party 1 
lines in support of Cicconetti. 
Also spotted sharing the cam¬ 
era lense in a group photo with 
Cicconetti are Andy Totin, 
Lake County clerk of courts; 
Wendall Walker, Painesville 
City Council’s president; John 
F. Clair, a Painesville council- 
iman; and Phil Haskell, a Perry 
Township trustee. All are Re- 
. publicans. 
, Wilson said he is neither sur¬ 
prised nor impressed with the 
party crossovers. 

(Indicate page, name of 
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. ‘It’s been apparent for some 

time now that there’s a small 
4, group of individuals trying to 
A manipulate the campaign for 
/ *heir own purposes,” Wilson 

tfaid. 
. “I think it’s strictly politics, 
mut strange politics. I think, 
frankly, the voters are smarter 

- than my opponent gives them 
credit for. (Having LaTou¬ 
rette) is no benefit to him. I 
don’t know if it will backfire. I 
just know the voters are smart 
enough to see through this.” ' 

LaTourette said he has not 
been criticized by other GOF 
leaders for supporting a Denri 
ocrat. He likens the Republi¬ 
can support for Cicconetti to 
the same stream of bi-partisan 
support that coalesced to put 
Republican Lake County Sher- 

Daniel A. Dunlap into the 
.office held by Republican in¬ 
cumbent Sheriff Patrick 
-Walsh. 
i “The days voting straight < 
party lines are over,” LaTou¬ 
rette said. “If you look at the 
past several elections, voters 
are looking for the best candi- 
date, regardless of party affili¬ 
ation.” 

I W-V/S-S'M-Co 
FBl/DOJ 
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MAY PRlMAtfT 

Lawyer jg in Space Beiow) 

edges 
Judge 
Wilson 
Cicconetti prevails 
in Painesville race 
By STEPHEN KOFF 
PLAIN DEALER REPORTER 

Lav yer Michael A. 
destined 

PAINESVILLE 
icconetti ap- 
the TitTe~ peats destined ^EcTget the Title" of 

Painesville Municipal Court judge,, 
edging out controversial incumbent 
Judge Neil R. Wilson in yesterday’s 
Democratic primary by 183 votes. 

With no Republican to challenge 
him in November, Cicconetti is prac¬ 
tically assured of getting the judge- 
ship in the general election. The 
term lasts six years and pays about 
$80,000. Cicconetti beat Wilson 3,953 
to 3,760 votes, according to unofficial 
results last night. 

“I really do believe it (the victory) 
goes to people believing in good gov¬ 
ernment, in working together and 
not having the fighting,” Cicconetti, 
42, said after the votes were counted. 
As campaign volunteers and friends 
were waiting at a victory party at the 
Elks Club in Painesville, Cicconetti 
stayed at his office waiting for the fi¬ 
nal figures before venturing to the 
celebration. 

Wilson, meanwhile, said he in¬ 
tends to retire from politics after his 
term ends. “At the end of my term, I 
will return to my private firm and re¬ 
tire from public life,” he said. 

Both candidates ran high-visibility 
races big on political endorsements, 
yard signs and occasional bouts of-ac¬ 
rimony. Cicconetti had characterized 
Wilson as a free-spender who had 
nearly doubled the court’s expenses 
since 1989. Wilson had called Cicco¬ 
netti “Lake County’s most notorious 
drunken-driving lawyer”, in refer¬ 
ence to Cicconetti’s law practice. 

“It was a tough campaign, and I 
have to give credit to my opponent to 
running the toughest campaign I’ve 
ever been in,” Cicconetti said. 

Cicconetti carried Grand River, 
Painesville and Painesville Town¬ 
ship, North Perry and Perry village, 
and Perry Township. 

SEE LAWYER/2-B 
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Lawyer Michael A. Cicconetti is surrounded by relatives and friends as he arrives at the Painesviile Elks 
Club on Liberty St, for a victory party. 

victory) to that.” 

It was not known last night how 
many Republicans crossed over 
party lines to vote for Cicconetti, but 
Cicconetti guessed there were a lot. 
During the campaign, Cicconetti, a 
Painesviile Township trustee, said 
the choice was between improving 
the court system or keeping a 
bloated budget and distractive politi¬ 
cal. fights with other public officials, 
including the Painesviile City Coun¬ 
cil. 

The judge’s courtroom doubles as 
the City Council chambers, Wilson V 
two years ago used his authority to ^ 
take down photographs of council f 
members and city bulletins, saying / 
he did not wish to look at City Coun¬ 
cil members’ pictures in his court. 

Lawyer 
FROM/1-B 

Wilson took Concord Township, 
Leroy Township and Madison Town¬ 
ship and had slim margins in 
Fairport Harbor and Madison village 

by, respectively, eight votes and 
one vote. 

■ | Although Wilson, 49, had the en- 
| dorsement of the Lake County Dem¬ 

ocratic Party, Cicconetti got backing 
from several prominent Republicans 
— among them. Lake County Pros- 

Lecutor Steven C.TaTourette, "pile of 
the~county’s besPkhdwn'oififcehold- 
ers. Ironically, LaTourette/m 1988 

beat Cicconetti 
in the race for 
prosecutor. La- 
Tourette has 
fueded with Wil¬ 
son over Wil¬ 
son’s reluctance 
to allow assist¬ 
ant county pros¬ 
ecutors to serve 
in his court. 

LaTour.ette’s Wilson 
support, Cicconetti said, was the ke; 
to the victory. “I think that carried 
me over the top,” Cicconetti said. “H 
goes to show that people are more in¬ 
terested in people working together 
than in party politics. I really think 1 
can attribute the small margins (ol 
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